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August was a bit of a barn burner.  
Though we’ve experienced longer streaks 
of hot weather, this year’s august month 

turned out the heat, challenging us to be extra careful with our 
density altitude calculations.  Good news came in the form of 
comparative hours flown relative to 2008; though our 
membership is down, we equalled last year’s hours flown in 
July.  We have a plane wash coming in September, so put it in 
your calendar (see the Upcoming Schedule of Events).  Finally, 
we can’t stress how important it is to maintain clean aircraft.  
This part of trip calculations should not be overlooked.  It involves cleaning leading edges and windows, 
and vacuuming and wiping down the interior.  If time won’t permit you to clean up spilled coffee or 
soda, notify someone, then return to the hangar at your earliest convenience and finish the job.  Your 
fellow members will appreciate you. [photo right: Jeff Adams late spring backcountry flight training 2009/Jim Hudson]   

What do you think about a weekly study group, meeting at our hangar training office?  Bill Zerfas has 
agreed to lead this, provided there’s enough interest amongst our members.  The idea is to share 
knowledge amongst a diverse group, including CFIs, all at no charge to attendees.  Give Bill a call, or e-
mail him with your intentions.  Good pilots are always training, and this would also be a great time to 
share stories, plan trips with a co-pilot, and discover what other fun there is in this love we share called 
“piloting.” 

   
Left: What is this back country air strip?  [photo courtesy Bill 
Zerfas]  

Fuel re-imbursement for August 2009: $3.57/gal.   

Please review your receipts and confirm $.25/gallon.  
Report any discrepancies a.s.a.p. to Dennis Wheeler.      

Current flying rates: 152 @ $51.00/hr wet, 172s @ 
$72.00/hr wet, and 182s @ $98.00/hr wet.    

Next Board Meeting: 8 September 2009, 7:00 p.m., T-
Craft Hangar training room.    

Next General Membership Meeting: 29 September 2009, 7:00 p.m., EAA/CAP Hangar, 
Nampa, Idaho.      



Talk to Me

  
On a commercial flight back from Minneapolis, I by chance rode back 
with fellow Angel Flight member Andy Marosvari, who is also a Boise Air 
Traffic Controller.  Andy was asking me if pilots out of Nampa and 
Caldwell ever talk to Boise ATC  when they are heading out north.  My 

reply was, “How do I know?  I do, and the pilots and students I ride with do, but I don’t know 
about others?”  Then he explained the potential danger and numerous times he has had to 
reroute traffic on approach or departure into Boise to avoid northbound traffic climbing out or 
returning to Nampa and Caldwell.  

The skies over Nampa and Caldwell  are barely out of Boise 
Airspace.  However just a few miles north of these satellite 
airports is the either the approach into 10L/R or departure off 
28L/R, crossing about 4500’ just north of Nampa.   It would be 
prudent to contact Boise Approach on 126.9 if you are 
heading north out of Nampa and climbing above 4,000’.  

For those who are a little rusty on ATC communications, or 
communications in general, AOPA Air Safety  has just 

released a new on-line training module, “Say it Right”, at the following link: 
http://www.aopa.org/asf/online_courses/ .  I have not taken this course yet, but plan to do so.  It 
looks like it would help improve radio communication with ATC, or with radio communications in 
general.     

There is an ATC cheat sheet  available on the T-Craft Web page .  Look under the Index tab, 
then ATC cheat sheet and you will find a handy guide for radio communications for BOI.   If you 
would like to have some help in this area, contact any of 
the club instructors for a review flight into BOI.   

I’m also planning on having Andy do a training session this 
fall on this topic.  

If you have any comments or questions, please let me 
know.  

Fly Safe, Have fun, and don’t do anything stupid.                                        

Jim Hudson                                                                   [photo courtesy Bill Zerfas] 

T-Craft Safety & Membership Director                                                                                                     

The following is from the AOPA email announcing this course : We've all heard it — the inexperienced pilot 
stumbling through a radio call. Or the smooth-talking pilot who consistently jams the CTAF with "All traffic, please 
advise."  

Poor radio skills don't just make us cringe — they can also make us crash.  Take AOPA Air Safety Foundation's 
newest interactive course, Say It Right: Mastering Radio Communication. This valuable course covers it all, 
including: 

 

The role of miscommunication in accidents 

 

Interactive exercises and real-world audio samples 

 

Amusing insights from ATC 


