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We enjoyed some great flying 
weather for just about the entire 
month.  The good weather prompted 

a good gathering at our September airplane wash (see 
photo right).  Gordon Hall (Facilities Director) gathered up 
the extra hands and got the hangar washed out, and the 
track wheels on the doors lubricated.  Frank Lester (photo 
below), Idaho State Aeronautics Safety Director and Editor 
of Rudder Flutter, spent an evening with us discussing 
Search and Rescue procedures, as well ELT equipment and 
specific features each system includes - including the new 
406 frequency.    

Fuel re-imbursement for August 2009: $3.57/gal.   

Current flying rates: 152 @ $51.00/hr wet, 172s @ 
$72.00/hr wet, and 182s @ $98.00/hr wet.    

Please review your receipts and confirm 
$.25/gallon.  Report any discrepancies a.s.a.p. to 
Dennis Wheeler.      

Next Board Meeting:  13 October 2009, 7:00 p.m., 
T-Craft Hangar training room.    

Next General Membership Meeting: 27 October 
2009, 7:00 p.m., EAA/CAP Hangar, Nampa, Idaho.      

Collision Avoidance

  

During my recent CFI refresher class, the following points were raised concerning 
collision avoidance and some things we can do to avoid a collision.  

Here are a few facts concerning midair collisions: 
-  Most occur within 5 miles of an airport. 
-  Approximately 80 percent of traffic pattern collisions occur on final approach. 
-  Two-thirds of collisions near airports occur at non-towered airports. 
-  Most occur during daylight hours and in VFR conditions.  

Although many resources can be used to avoid midair collisions, including the use of exterior lights, radio 
transmissions, and air traffic control services, the most important is the ability to effectively see and avoid other 
aircraft. 



 
Visual Scanning: 
Without proper training, pilots have a natural tendency to simply sweep their eyes across the sky. Since this is not 
an effective way to see and avoid other aircraft, you must learn visual scanning techniques. The FAA recommends 
eye movements of 10°, focusing for one to two seconds on each segment of the sky.  

Blind Spots: 
Keep you head on a swivel; look around door posts and other cockpit obstructions. 
Lift the wing of a high-wing airplane in the direction of the turn and clear the area for other aircraft before you turn.  

Situational Awareness:  
Listen to traffic and formulate a picture of surrounding traffic.  However, do not rely on the radio, not everyone has a 
radio, or uses it, or you or they could be on the wrong frequency.  Ask for clarification if you can’t spot another pilot 
reporting her position.  

In the Pattern: 
Follow standard pattern entry and departures, however be aware and expect non standard operations.  Be 
particularly alert before turning or reporting the crosswind, downwind, base, or final legs within the airport traffic 
pattern.  Look for aircraft above and below you, you might not be as fortunate as the two Florida pilots below, who 
collided about 200’ AGL and landed together.     

A few quotes related to this topic.  

"It is a good thing to learn caution from the misfortunes of 
others." 
-- Publilius Syrus  

"Nobody who gets too damned relaxed builds up much 
flying time."  
— Ernest K. Gann,  

"Don't ever let an airplane take you someplace where your 
brain hasn't arrived at least a couple of minutes earlier." 
— Andy Anderson   

Fly Safe and Have Fun,  

Jim Hudson 
T-Craft Membership/Safety Director  

P.S. – Our Membership is now 79, up from 77 last month.  Keep talking about the Club, and the many, many 
benefits it offers to our pilot friends.  



Newly approved T-Craft Members must be accepted into the Club during our full Membership 
Meeting.  The next General Membership Meeting is scheduled for 29 September 2009.  

 
Club members soloing this month include, below from left to right: 

Charles Merrell, and Dan Johnson.  Awesome!   
[photos courtesy Jim Hudson]                    

Bill Zerfas (left) has been hard at it again.  This time he’s picked 
up his CFII Certificate.  Where’s this guy going to stop?  Great job, 
Bill!    

____________________________________________________________________________    

WARNING: Information provided may not be accurate.  Consult  
Schedule Master and clipboards on hangar wall for the most recent 
information concerning your aircraft.  

Got a squawk? Write the tachometer time on the Squawk Sheet.  Sign your 
name, and include a phone number where you can be contacted.  Document Hobbs time for all other 
recordings.  

67375: Primer lines cleaned; wheel shimmy squawked again.  

13686: Pilot side shoulder harness retainer repaired.  

4464R: No. 1 radio re-installed after repairs; mag check found a broken coil – repaired; strobe 
lights will be installed during the October 2009 annual.   

1891X: Nothing to report. 


