
 

 

T-Craft Instructor Bio Listing 4/24/2023 

John Baglien 

 

 

I have been passionate about flying since college (1972).  I began flying back-country in 
northwest Montana in a Cessna 150 while stationed as Wildlife Biologist on the Spotted Bear 
Ranger District of the Flathead National Forest from 1975-77.  Anticipating retirement, I got my 
commercial and flight instructor ratings in 2003 and 2005.  In 2006 I retired from the Forest 
Service after 32 years, and the past twelve summers I have worked my retirement dream job – 
flying 2000 hrs back-country charter (172, 182, 206 and 210) for McCall Aviation. I have 4000 
total hours, including 3000 hours real-world cross country experience and more than 1000 
backcountry landings in light aircraft to share. 

  



 

 

Jim Carpenter 

 

I’ve been flying for 34 years and instructing since 2002.  During that time I’ve accumulated over 
5000 hours of general aviation, corporate, and airline flying.  I’m currently a First Officer for 
SkyWest Airlines, flying the Embraer 175 and based here in Boise. 

 

Although I enjoy the flying, the real satisfaction from instructing for me is seeing the smile on 
someone’s face after they’ve completed their first solo flight or just passed their check ride.  If 
we fly together, it will be as a team to help you achieve your goal of learning to fly and ensuring 
that you become a proficient pilot along the way. 

 
  



 

 

 
Brian Case 

 

 

 

I have been interested in flying since a friend took me for a ride in his Taylor-Craft when I was 4 
years old. Growing up I read every aviation book and magazine I could find. It was a goldmine 
when I learned my high school had 10 years’ worth of back issues of AOPA and Flying 
magazines. I built and flew R/C gliders and airplanes throughout high school. I started taking 
flying lessons in 1988 and joined T-Craft Aero club shortly thereafter and earned my Private 
certificate mostly in the C-152 67375. I worked for Denny Aircraft (later Skystar) and Papa51 
designing, building, and documenting much of the Thunder Mustang for 10 years. In 1996 I 
purchased a sailplane and have logged over a 1000 hours of glider time. I frequently race gliders 
in Ephrata, WA.   

I earned my CFI in 1998 and promptly started instructing in Aeronca Champs for Rocky 
Mountain Air in Nampa. I have over 5000 hrs, 3100 hours of instruction provided, and over 
2000 hours in tail wheel aircraft. I currently have been working for Hewlett Packard for the over 
14 years and instructing on mornings, evenings and weekends. I love to fly and I love to help 
other people fly. As a result I can provide high quality instruction at low cost. 

 



 

 

C.L. (Pete) Glick 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve been an airplane nut since childhood and always wanted to fly. Unfortunately, early 
on I let others convince me that I did not have good enough eyesight to be a pilot, so I 
didn’t pursue it. To get close to airplanes, I joined the Air Force out of high school and 
spent most of my 38 years in the military maintaining F-111, F-4, and A-10 combat 
aircraft.  I finally quit listening to people who said “you can’t” and got my private pilot’s 
license in 1994. I flew for a few years but had to quit when life and family took financial 
priority.  

About 20 years ago, I started flying again and became a T-Craft member in 2007.  Once 
retired, I earned Certified Flight Instructor – Instrument in both helicopters and single 
engine airplanes. I hold an FAA Gold Seal on my certificate as well as an Advanced Ground 
Instructor certificate and have an Aviation Safety Certificate.  I have a BS from Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University in Professional Aeronautics with a focus on Aviation Safety, 
and two AAS degrees, one of which is in Aviation Technology.   

The best part of flight instruction is helping someone meet their aviation goals, no matter 
what that looks like to them. I am committed to producing safe pilots while being a good 
steward of the students’ flying budget. Call, text, or email and let me help you meet your 
aviation goals.  

Fly Safe, 

 208.724.5040 

 idahoavi8or@gmail.com 

  



 

 

Anna Grachanin 

 

 

I am a second-generation Pilot who earned my wings in Northern, ID on a grass landing strip 
(S73). Regardless of growing up in and around Aviation, the flying bug did not bite me until my 
mid-twenties. Once it did, my only regret has been that I did not start sooner. I have had the 
incredible pleasure of flying with some outstanding CFIs and diverse aircraft. My favorite part 
about Aviation is that you are always learning and constantly confronted with new information 
and neat experiences. When I am not flying, you can find me SCUBA diving, kayaking, or hiking. 
But my favorite place is in the cockpit. I look forward to continually learning and sharing my 
passion for this wonderful community with others. 

 

   



 

 

Gordon Hall 

 

 

I have been a member of T-Craft Aero Club for 31 years now and have thoroughly enjoyed 
every minute of it.   I received my private pilot’s license in 1982 in the club Cessna 150. 

I became an instructor in 2002, and an instrument instructor in 2003.  I love flying in the back 
country, and enjoy what this wonderful state has to offer.   

In addition to flying, I am an avid whitewater rafter, fisherman, and hunter.  I am retired, after 
working 34 years as an Electrical Engineer for Idaho Power.  I have two children, both of whom 
are private pilots. 

  



 

 

Bill Howard 

Hello fellow pilots and club members!  

My name is Bill Howard.  I have been a member of T-Craft Aero Flight Club since 2018 and a 
flight instructor since 2019.  Since becoming a CFII have accumulated a broad range of 
instructional experiences.  These experiences range from teaching Air Asia and members of a 
Boy Scouts Explorers club to aspiring airline pilots in part 141 school.  Most recently was the 
instructing in the part 141 flight school.  All of the flight instruction that I have provided have 
added to the broad range of experience with students that are still in high school to students 
that travelled (literally) halfway around the world to learn how to fly, as well as students that 
have returned to aviation later in life.     

I really believe that to teach is to learn. Thus far, I have learned so much from my students, and 
I really look forward to continuing to learn through teaching.  Most of my time flying has been 
in the general aviation community as a member of a flying club.  As for my growth in aviation, I 
look forward to exploring backcountry flying and eventually aerobatic flying.    

Despite what some may believe, I do have other interests that flying airplanes.  I enjoy skiing in 
the winter, especially backcountry skiing.  I also enjoy riding both mountain and road bikes.  I 
can also be found in a local climbing area or in a climbing gym if the weather is too hot or wet.   

I look forward to meeting some of you and working with you to achieve your goals in aviation!  

 Cheers! 

Bill 

 

.  

  



 

 

Jim Hudson 
 

 
I’ve had a passion to fly since I was a kid, building and crashing model planes, pretending and 

fanaticizing that I was a pilot.   I started pursuing my “dream” at a later stage in life after my 
kids left the nest.  After earning my private certificate, I found that I wanted to pursue flying 
the Idaho Backcountry (to support my other interest, fly-fishing).  I’ve taken several back-
country flying clinics and have 22 years’ experience flying into many of the Idaho 
backcountry strips.   I also fly charity flights for Angel Flight West and am a mission 
orientation pilot and past Idaho Wing Leader for Angel Flight West. 

My interest in instruction began when my job as an engineer at HP was “downsized”, which 
gave me the opportunity to pursue this career. 

I have been flying for 24 years, with 3,950 total hours, 20 years and 2,620 hours instructing. 
 My goal is to teach my students to be safe and proficient pilots, emphasizing good judgment 

and decision-making skills.  I teach more than the minimum and teach things that I never 
learned as a student but wish my CFI would have taught me.   For instance, I’ll take you into 
grass strips and do spin training, which are not required, but overcomes fear.  I also realize 
that flying is expensive, and I strive to make the best use of a student’s time and money.    

. 
I was awarded the 2018 Distinguished CFI for AOPA Flight Experience Training Awards.  
In 2019 I presented 22 AOPA Safety Seminars around the country on BackCountry flying. 

 
My youngest student: I start them at a very young age!!  (My Granddaughter Allie) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jim Manley  
 
 

A chance encounter at a small country airport 
in northern San Diego County reignited my 
life-long dream of flying. I started instruction 
there, then transferred to the Private Pilot 
course at Palomar College. Being a typical 
starving student, I paid for lessons by making 
jewelry while living in a tent in the hills 
behind the campus. After graduation, I 
earned my Commercial license on the GI-Bill 
at Van Nuys airport in the San Fernando 
valley.  
 
My wife’s generosity with her inheritance 

enabled me to obtain my Instrument, Multi-engine, CFI and CFII ratings. I had a 2-year gig as a corporate 
pilot, then returned to school for airframe and avionics training. My avionics job moved to northern 
California where I also instructed for a local flight club.  
 
A year later, we became part owners of an FBO. As the manager, I established a flight school offering all 
levels of flight instruction—primary, advanced, instrument, BFR, IPC, and aircraft checkout. After 
qualifying for an FAA Part 135 Air Taxi certificate, I flew single and multi-engine charter across the west. I 
also flew Air-Attack for the US Forest Service in the Sierra Nevada Mountains.   
 
A surprising—but higher—call led us to 
join Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). 
They assigned us to Ecuador, South 
America. For 17 years, I flew C-185s and C-
206s in the Amazon Jungle and Andes 
Mountains where the only transportation 
options were to walk for days or fly for 
minutes. Normal operations took me to 
places you wouldn’t drive your car on—if 
you could get it there. 
 
MAF’s move to KMAN brought us to the Treasure Valley in 2006. In 2015 I joined the T-Craft Aero Club 
where I now serve as club secretary. Today, I write aviation articles, blogs, and books. What I love most 
about flight instruction is seeing “the lights come on” when someone acquires a new skill or hones their 
experience to an even sharper edge. 
 
As of this writing I have about 7,200 hours total of which 1,300 hours are as instruction given.  

 

 



 

 

David Meisner 

 

Hello, my name is David Meisner, and I love to fly. My logbook entries date back to 1992, but 
my love for flying started earlier, loading up into a Cessna T210 with my Dad for business trips.  
I love to share my love for flying with others.  If you would like a demo flight, BFR, or flight 
training, do not hesitate to contact me.  I have been living in the Boise area since 1996 and have 
no plans on leaving.   I am a big fan of the Nampa T-Craft Aero Club; so much so, I am a 
member.  I have a loving family that lets me take them on cross country flights to Portland, 
Seattle, Arizona, and New Mexico in either a Beech Bonanza or a Cessna T210.  I enjoy the 
opportunity to fly our family and friends into the beautiful Idaho Backcountry.

 

 



 

 

Jeff Norris 

 

When I was in high school, I planned to apply for the Air Force Academy, until I learned that my 
eyesight would restrict me.  Switching gears, I earned my bachelor’s degree at NNC and then 
decided to pay off my loans with a four-year enlistment as an avionics system repairer in the 
Army.  During that time, I had eye surgery and was accepted into the Army Warrant Officer 
Flight Training program.  I served nine more years as a helicopter pilot; first as a Medevac pilot 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and second as an assault helicopter pilot in South Korea.  In 2016 I 
transitioned into the Idaho National Guard and moved my wife, and 3 kids close to family here.    

I have been flying for 14 years and instructing since 2019.  I am currently an airplane flight 
instructor for Treasure Valley Community College (TVCC) in Ontario, Oregon.  I instruct in both 
the airplane and the classroom.  I have been a T-Craft member since 2019 and I still fly 
helicopters part-time for the Idaho Army National Guard.   

I am excited and passionate about flying and helping you meet your aviation goals.  It is so 
rewarding to celebrate with my students on completing their first solo or upon gaining their 
private license.  My goal is to provide you the best instruction possible for your time and 
budget.  Call, text, or email me and we will discuss your goals. 

 

Jeff Norris 

541-817-3646 

jeffnrrs@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 



 

 

E R I C K  P A R A D I Z O 
 

On warm Sunday mornings, my grandfather would lift me up 
into a Cessna 150 and we would soar over our island of Puerto 

Rico.  Since those childhood days, drenched in panoramas, I 
dreamt of becoming a pilot. I went to college and graduated 
with a degree in Aviation Management.  Meanwhile, I got my 
private pilot license and instrument rating. Then in 2010, I 
moved to Nashville, TN with only a suitcase and a handful of 
English words. I worked as many odd jobs as I could to learn 
the language and pay for my commercial ASEL, AMEL, and 
seaplane rating in a part 61 school. By 2016 I had earned my 

CFI, CFII, and ATP.  I flew a Cessna 310 for Dialysis Clinic, 
Inc and became the senior instructor at Tennessee Flight 

Training. I fell in love with teaching and earned my gold seal 
instructor rating. By then, I realized that my dream was really a 

calling. I went back to school to get an A&P in order to meet the 
requirements to join Mission Aviation Fellowship.  MAF is a non-profit 

organization that provides aviation services to underprivileged and isolated communities around 
the world. In 2017 I officially joined as a MAF missionary pilot and mechanic.  

I now serve at MAF headquarters in Nampa as an instructor pilot and as the Director of Safety.  I train 
candidates in backcountry flying and FAA standards, enabling them to serve with MAF abroad.  I live in Emmett 
with my wife and three young sons.  In my time off I like to play music, fly RC airplanes, and blast off model 
rockets with my boys, who, of course, want to be pilots when they grow up.  I have been flying for 16 years and 
teaching for 9 years. It is deeply fulfilling to see students lifted to new heights, like I was, through the opportunity 
that aviation brings.  My passion for helping others drives me to continually improve as an instructor as well as an 
aviator. The more I learn, the more I have to give.   

 

C E R T I F I C A T E S   

 

• ATP – AMEL & Instrument 
• Commercial Privileges – ASEL & 

ASES 
• Remote Pilot - Small Unmanned 

Aircraft System 

• CFI/CFII - Gold Seal 
• Ground Instructor – Advance & 

Instrument 
• Mechanic – Airframe & 

Powerplant 
 

208.599.8560   eparadizo23@gmail.com   www.maf.org/paradizo       
  



 

 

Rick Reierson 

Rick Reierson is a full-time flight instructor who has been instructing since 1977 and has 
provided over 12,000+ hours of various types of flight instruction and over 20,000+ hours of 
ground school instruction. 

Certifications: 

• ATP - Airline Transport Pilot 
• CFI - Flight Instructor 
• CFII - Certified Flight Instrument Instructor 
• MEI - Multi-Engine Instructor 
• AGI - Advanced Ground  
• IGI - Instrument Instructor 
• UAS - Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
• FAA Gold Seal Flight Instructor 
• FAA Master Pilot Proficiency Award 

Rick focuses on training Private, Instrument, Commercial, ATP, CFI and CFII students, single & 
multi-engine, as well as instrument proficiency checks, flight reviews, aircraft make and model 
checkouts, and tail wheel training. Additionally, Rick has an intense appreciation for 
mountain/backcountry flying—he has flown and instructed in Idaho backcountry airstrips for 
over 43+ years. He is also a 135 Air Charter Pilot /Contract Pilot. 
 

He is an FAA designated Gold Seal Flight Instructor and has earned the FAA Master WINGS Pilot 
Proficiency Award. Rick is also a member of the National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI), 
Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association (AOPA) and Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). 
 

Over the past 43+ years, Rick has instructed in a wide variety of aircraft and enjoyed the many 
different ages and personalities of students he had the opportunity to instruct. Rick looks 
forward to sharing his love of flying and teaching every newcomer to be a safe, solid, and fully 
trained new pilot. 

208 866 -7009 
CFIRICK@MSN.COM 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rick-reierson-763a0812/ 
  



 

 

Ivan Sudac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HI! My Name is Ivan Sudac. 

I	have	lived	in	Boise	for	16	years.		I	absolutely	love	living	and	flying	in	Idaho!	
	 I’m	happily	married	for	28	yrs.	And	have	two	children.	
	
Flying	has	been	my	passion	for	my	entire	life.	
	
I	have	been	flying	for	over	34	years	and	have	over	15,000	hours.	
I	became	a	private	pilot	in	1987.			
I	have	been	a	CFII	since	1990	and	have	flown	many	General	Aviation	Aircraft.	
	 I	have	a	BS	in	Electrical	Engineering	and	an	MS	in	Aeronautical	Science.	
	

I	was	a	Fighter	pilot	in	the	Air	Force	from	1991	-	2015.	I	retired	after	24	years	as	a	LtCol.	
- I	was	a	Check	Pilot	and	Flight	Instructor	in	the	Military.	
- I’ve	flown	all	over	the	world,	was	involved	in	flight	testing	

	and	did	3	combat	tours	in	Iraq.	
- Aircraft	Flown:	

o T-37	
o T-38	
o U-H1	
o C-130	
o F-16B/D	
o Royal	Air	Force	F-3	Tornado	(as	an	exchange	pilot	in	Scotland)	
o F-15C	Eagle	(I	flew	the	Eagle	the	most	and	it	is	my	favorite	J)	

	
I	am	a	Boeing	737	Captain	for	Southwest	Airlines.	I’ve	been	flying	there	for	13	yrs.	
	
Unless	I’m	flying	a	trip	for	Southwest,	I	am	available	to	fly!!	
	 Or	let’s	sit	and	talk	about	flying,	also	fun!	
 
 

 


